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PREFACE

It gives me an hnmense. pleasure to present. tois first
edition of revissd . book on subject Marketing Management |
B.COM. Third year syllabuys (w.ef2018-2019) Semesrar Vil {CBCS
Pattern) The binok is written strictly as per the revized syllabus af
Swarsi Ramanand Teerth Ma rathwada University.

Yhe book is focused over understanding varigus
Marketing Management strategies which influence modern era-of
marketing in many ways, This book |s planned and BFEdnized
skilfully to develop the Interest among learners. Today, in
compettive scenario, Customer is the most impaortant element in
the entire marketing process all events of marketing open and
Closing with the customiers. In modsrn erz marketing s
Everywnere it focus online a5 well as offline world.

The syllabus is covered iy 4 simple and lucid language with
suitabie exampies, charts and dig grams. The book covers all to pics
in the form of separate chapters at the end of each chapters
Conclusion, Kevwords-and Questions are given for self-practice.

[ hope, the book will meet all reguirements of learner in
thelr regular study. suggestions for improvement will be wa emiy
appréciated from students, Teachers and well-wishers.

In writing this book, the author heavily drawn on the
works of many seris and well-known authors on the sub fect The
authors thus, takes this epportunity to: acknowledge their
dppreciation o all thase authors whose work they Fave referred
to with mention ‘or without mentan, in the course ol [l
dizcussion in the book.
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PeRE S AME M R ®CE N e

e of “bBabu’ Engelish as an attempt to Indianise English language.
He recelved the Sahitya Akademi Award for his poetey collection
Latter-Lhay Psalms in 1983 and the Padma Shri, India’s civilian
henour, in 1988, He passed away on January 9, 2004, ..

Very Indian Poem in Indian English

I am standing for peace and non-violence.
Why world is fighting fighting

Why all people of world

Are not following Mahatma Gandhi,

L am simply not understanding.

Ancient Indian Wisdom is 100% correct.

I should say éven 200% correct.

But modern generation is neglecting-

Too much going for fashion and foreign thing,

Other day I'm reading in newspaper

(Every day I'm reading Times of India

To improve my English language)

How one goonda fellow

Throw stone at Indirabehn.

Must be student unrest fellow, I am thinking.
Friends, Romans, countrymen, | am saying
{to myself)

Lend me the ears.

Everything is coming-
Regeneration, Remuneration, Contraception.
Be patiently, brothers and sisters.

You want one glass lassi?
Very good for digestion,

With Litthe salt Yovely drink;

Better than wine;

Mot that [ am ever tasting the wine.

I'm the total teetotaller, completely total.
But I say

Wine is for the drunkards only.

What vou think of prospects of world peace?
Pakistan behaving like this,

China behaving like that,

It is making me very sad, 1 am telling you.
Really, most harassing me.

All men are brothers, no?

In India also

Gujaraties, Maharashtrians, Hindiwallahs
All brothers

Though some are having funny habits.
Still you tolerate me,

| tolerate you,

One day, Ram Rajya is surely coming.

You are going?

But you will visit again

Any time, any day,

I am not believing in ceremony.
Always I am enjoying your company.

GLOSSARY

Contraception: Safety

Drunkard: Alcoholic

Goonda: A hooligan

Harassing: Irritating

Hindiwallahs: Hindi mother tongue people

L2%
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Unit IV: Prose

L

A Corpse in the Well (Selection): Shankarrao Kharat

A Corpse in the Well

Shankarrao Kharat

Introduction to the Author

Shankarrao Kharat was bom in Atpadi, Sangli district of Maharashtra, on 11 July 1921. He
was associated with Dr B. R. Ambedkar and worked with him. Later on Kharat accepted
Buddhism to walk on the path of Dr Ambedkar, Further, he had been the Vice Chancellor of Dr
Babsahieb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad. He also contributed as a member of
the Legislative Council of Maharashtra. He had been the prominent writer of the Dalit Literary
Movement. His literary creations made grandiose contribution in the province of Dalit literatore.
e dedicated lis entire life for the enrichment of Dalit Literary Movement. He died on 9 April
2001.

As he has heen & distinguished Dalit Marathi fiction writer, he has written novels, short stories,
nonfictional works and an autoblography in Marathi language. He is popularly known for his
antobiography Taral-Antaral, It is a moving account of his hardships and sufferings as a Dalit It
arouses compassion and concern but not self pity. Besides, he composed a number of short story
collsctions such & Tiavicha Fera (1963), Sutka (1964), Doundi (1965), Adgavche Pani (1970).
His outstanding novels are Gaveha Tinpol Gurujt (1971), Zopadpatti (1973), Footpath No. 1
{1980}, Maze Nav (1987) etc.

Introduction to the Text
The present extract entitled A Corpse i the Well is taken from the autobiography Taral-Antaral

translated by Priva Adarkar. 1t is the sheer revelation of the then society where ili-treatment
under the pretext of casteism was given to the downtrodden subjects. It has been unfolded as 2
naked truth experienced by the writer and his father at the hands of government officials and

upper class people.
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Text -
Ikmw::hari}rﬂmdan.gemufﬁﬂageduty. It was a perpetual noose around the neck of a Mahar!
hﬁrﬁiherﬁrnsmhedﬂmb}rthisdw.ﬂemisﬂwﬂmy of one of his experiences— a near fatal
one. T still shiver at the thought of it,

Itﬁmummm&umcmﬁmmgqrmityainurvﬂlagn,mWﬁhﬂdahmmcﬂmre. It
was summer, 5o I was home on vacation, ]

A corpse was floating in an abandoned well ncar the village, It had bloated and risen to
the surface, The Patil, the village chief, had already received the news in the evening, The
Mahars and the Ramoshis too had got the news. Amma. my father, as the Mahar on village duty,

Ramoshi stayed up the whole night by the well, guarding the corpse,

Then it was the morning of the next day. The head constable and another constable were
expected from the police post, to canduct an initial inquiry about the corpse. Till then, as per
routine, the Mahar and the Ramoshi would bave to guard it. My mother knew this was so, But
now the night was over, the moming sun, too, had begun to descend and it was aftemoon; yet
father had not returned home: So my mother sent me to the well with bk wrapped in a cloth
for Anna to eat. T hopped towards the well like a bounding deer, Seeing Anna sitti ng close by, 1
went to him and said. “Anna! the night is over, The day’s nearly gone. Mother is waiting for you!
When are you coming home?"

He glanced at the well and replied, “But the chief constable and the constable are yet to
arrive! They will carry out the inquest; only then can the Mahar rest. So zo and tell Mother that
'l be very late.!

He took out a pipe from his pocket and filled it with tobacco, He lit it with a flint and
“arted smoking T felt he was suppressing his hunger with it. 1 guickly said, *Anna ] have
srought bhakri for you, Do eat jt”

"No, son, I'll only have time to eat my bread when everything is over with thig corpse.
Mot before thati”

‘But when will itall be over? And how long will you go without food?® Ta my questions,
Smms replicd, “The ?i]lag_e chief was here a lile while ago. He told me that the head constable
%= wwived in the village. But he is dining. He'll come only when he has fimshed eating and
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drinking. When the corpse is fetched out of the well, the inguest will be held. Then we'll be
free.”

Lmhnga.tth:vﬂaga thmfwhnmsimugmdﬂﬂmshadmmnfammumlm

ﬁmlmcmﬁahlemﬂmmeaﬂerhis mesl. The village chief has also filled hus belly. Then
why can't you too eat your bread? Why must you remain hungry?*

“Oh, they are offficers! How can they work without food?”

“Then why should we work on an empty stomach? We're human beings, too.’

“That's what village duty is, my boy! Who cares if a Mahar lives or dies?’

Then I suggested a way out. “Anna. you have your bread! I'll stand guard with the
Ramoshi till then,

At this Anna said rather vehemently, ‘No! No village duty for you. It’s bad enough that
we have to endure it. Once you’re saddled with the village duty, you'll be stuck with it for life!
That's the tradition! That™s our doom! You go home. T'1l eat when it's time!”

While [ was talking to Anna two constables in uniform marched up to us, their hob-nailed
boots clattering on the ground Mo sooner had they reached the well, than the head constable
came pounding up on his horse, All the people around made way for him. The Ramoshi paid his
respects from a distance. The village chief stood up and saluted him. Anna bowed in a deep
Jjohar. The Ramoshi tied up the horse to a tamarind tree. Anna fetched water in a pitcher from
another well, which was in a field by the stream. He poured it into the iron trough in front of the
horse. Since they were expecting the head constable to comie on a horse, the Mahar and the
Ramoshi had made all arrangements for the horse’s care. They put before the horse a sheaf of
green maize shoots which they had brought from the field near the stream, The hungry horse
greedily began to munch the fresh green prass.

The head constable, spinning his baton, took a stroll around the well. He peeped into the
well, then looked around it and apgain into it. He walked towards the steps of the well. The upper
steps were buried in the soil, Some lower steps had shipped into the water, Some steps were
‘about to fall away from the level It was an abandoned well; the structure was old. Inside the nm
one could see pvergrown, yard-long dried grass; shrubs had sprouted in the dilapidated portions.
The upper part of the well had collapsed in ruing and its big long stones were scattered around.
Green moss floated on the unused watér of the well, and foliage from the trees near the edge had
fallen into it and rotted, The well was quite deep. How to remove the corpse from such an

¥
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awkward well? That was why the head mnstable looked like a man with a problem. The
constable suddenly whispered something to lhr: village chief, The head constable had a secrative
discussion with the constable and the village chief about how to remove the corpse. Then coming
forward, the constable yelled at Anna. *“What are you waiting for, Mahar? Jump in, How long
must the officer stand here?”
Anta immediately replisd, ‘Constable, the Mahar's village duty is only to guard the
corpse. How can we touch it? What would the heirs of this corpse have to say?”
Then the head constable said sharply to Anna; “What would they say?*
Anna replied, “The heirs will say, “Were we dead, that you touched our kinsman's
corpse’™ and they will have & grodge apainst us Mahars!®
‘But I'm ordering you to! What are you afraid of?”
“Sarkar, you will go away from here. You will leave this poor Mabar to his fate! We
want to go on living in this village!”

I was listening intently to this dialogue between Anna aﬂdml: head constable. Suddenty,
the head constable thundered, *You lump of dirt! Are you going to jump, or do 1 have to whip
vou?”

At these words, Anna remained silent. Seeing that the head constable was enraged. he did
not apen his mouth. The constable and the village chief started bombarding Anna with threats
and curses. They charged at him, overflowing with abuse, but Anna stood like a pillar. Perhaps:
Anna felt that if he said one word, if e said no, the constable wouldn’t stop till he had drubbed
him soundly. That must be why he kept quiet. In those days the oppressive power and prestige of
tiee head constable were tremendous. Against this power, a Mahar was a mere wisp of straw.

Seeing and hearing all this was a shock to my young mind. | heard their curses, their
“hreats, their shouting, 1 thought, whose dead body is this anyway? Whose well? Why should my
father have to be cursed and threatened because of them? This was rank injustice to my father: 1
was old enough to understand that and also had some education to my credit, So T could see

~iearly the injustice being done to my father. He had not done anything wrong. His only crime
was being the Mahar of the village, 1 was enraged at what was happening; my gorge rose with
anger. In my rage 1 pushed into the argoment. *“What reason have you got to abuse my father?

The corpse’s relations will come. They will remiove the body. Otherwise, if the govérnment feels

2355



the village know! Let the government know! Let the whole world know!" With these last words,
and without further thought, he took his life in both hands, and climbing down the weell, went to
the other side. Then he tied the legs and neck of the corpse with another rope which had been
thrown down, Tied the knot hard, and sheuted, “Weg! Mow pulll® The others on village duty
pulled out the corpse, for thres other Mahars had by now arrived at the site. Inside the well, Anna
had been keeping an-eye on the reptile, for fear that it ‘would wrap itself round him and kill im.
Now with the agility of a snake, he swifily climbed the rope. The reptile moved from the hole
and wenit slithering through the water, towards the stairs.

The threat to Anna’s life had passed. My terror subsided. My eyes had filled with tears.
Then Anna held me close to him. I wiped my eyes.

The dead body was bloated. Tt looked hideous and smelt foul, All had covered their noses;
The preliminary inguiry was conducted on the spot. The Mahars shifted the corpse into the
bullockeart brought from the farm, and scattered over it neem leaves that covered the body
c:dmpkﬂtﬂly. Then they took it along & cart-track to a doctor about eight miles away for a
postmortem. Anna as the village Mahar, ‘another Mahar, two Ramoshis and a policeman went
along with it. Anna wrapped in-a fold of his dhoti the bread which 1 had brought for him, and
said to me, “Mow for heaven’s sake go home! Tell your mother that 1 am going to the dispensary
along with the corpse.”

A set out, The cart disappeared along. the road; then Anna disappeared too, Then |
went home, numbed.

A storm of thoughts swept through my mind about the dangerous, deadly work imvolved
in village duty. Why do Mahars do this kind of work? T asked myself. But the Mahars had moved
the High Court fighting for the Mabar vatan share, a quarter of the share.

Cinly after | myself had become an advocate did I learn that for the sake of this hereditary
right — this worthless rnght — the Mahars had played the game of litigation right up to the High
Court.

Translated by Priya Adarkar

An extract from Taral-Antaral

Glossary

bhakri' coarse. unleavened bread




johar: salutation by a Mahar to someone from a high caste family

mahar; an ‘ghtouchable” community/ an untouchable

HeSm: margosa tree

patzl; the villape chief

perpetual: occurring continually

ramoshis: a lower caste person

vehemently: passionately

Analysis of the Text

The extract from an autobiography entitled 4 Corpse in the Well narrates the childhood
experiences of Kharat. The experience about drawing a corpse from a well relates Anna, the
author's father and his customary duty as a village Mahar in the village called Kamat It
enumerates the risky and fatal duties of the Mahars and the Ramoshis communities in the village.

It happened that a corpse had been found in an abandoned well near Kamat village,
Somenne Nis-commitied suicide by drowning in the well. The Patil, the village chief, the Mahars
and the Ramoshis had been reported the news and consequently they all had been to the spot.
The narrator too reached there to handover bhakri which his mother had sent for his father. It
was wrapped in a cloth, It was late in the afternoon, the head constable and another constable too
arrived thers in their uniforms. As a village Mahar, it was Anna's duty to-guard the dead body till
the government officials come to the scene 1o inspect the circumstance and make enquiry and
postmortem of the corpse.

The story discloses how the pathetic life of a village Mahar was encircled by fatal
consequences and situations, Though, the Patil and the constables had enjoyed their lunch,
however, Anna being a Dalit cannot eat anything till the inspection is over. Therefore, he was
waiting for the officers so as to perform his duties leading to the disposal of dead hody, The
officers and the Patil threatened and abused Anna in & very harsh language when there was a bit
late to reach the corpse. Anna, being a Mahar, an untouchable caste, was supposed to take risk
and suffer at any length of time

The officers forced Anna to jump into the well and bring the corpse to the surface. But
“nna retused to do so as he thought that it was not proper to touch the body of the upper caste
sersun with his hands because he was a lower caste person and so he was afraid that the relatives
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of the dead would torture him for committing such a crimg of touching a dead body. Moreover,
the constable obliged him to jump into the well. The duly was not 5o easy, as there was a nsk for
Annaﬂini:{:hewasim&tuedinﬂletaskwhemﬂlmwamakﬂiuﬂmﬁtﬂ. Here, both the
narrator and his father were horrified while Anna was drawing the corpse out of water. Though,
Anna carried out his duty safely, the incident had a deep impact on the mind of the author.

The writer displayed how the evils of casteism had forced the lower caste people to live
at the mercy of higher caste people. The seeds of casteism are deeply rooted in Indian society
and obliged a section of society to lead a life of slaves. Duuring and after the independence of
India, many of the leaders and the social reformers had worked for the eradication of this evil
custom severely delved in the society, Among them all, the name of Dr B, R, Ambedkar shines
like the sun for his lion's share in the process of emancipation of the lower castes from the
chutches of the social evils. As a matter of fact, the writer was terribly shocked on the realization
that the Mahars had to move to the high court for the sake of their hereditary right i.e. the share
of Mahar vatan. -

Ultimately, the story A Corpse in the Well focuses on the inhuman treatment and injustice
done to the Mahars and the Ramoshis by the upper caste village people and the police
department in those days, Therefore, humiliation on the ground of caste discrimination is one of
the vibrating themes of the story. 1t also highlights the role of writer's father as an honest and a
commitied servant. The suppressed indignation of the revolutionary mind in the midst of old
traditions and customs in the society is also the undercurrent of the story. Besides, the father-son
relationship displays emotional attachment and congem very beautifully.

Exercises

L Short Answer Type Questions
What a customary duty of a village Mahar 15 as meéntioned in the text?
Why did the writer's mother send the writer 1o the well?

For what reason did Anna continue 1o be hungry?

-l o

Why did Anna refuse to touch the corpse in the wall?

What injustice was dong to writer's {ather?

L |
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6. Explain how the well was an example of old traditional society.

7. For what kind of right had the Mahars moved the high court fighting for?

I.  Descriptive Answer Type Queéstions

1. Sketch the character of Anna as & man of determination and honesty.

2. 'What kind of treatment did Anna pet from the government constables?

3. How did Anna bring the corpse from the well and what kind of challenges he had
to face while doing it?

4. Caste discrimination was prevalent in the then society. Give examples from the
extract.

3. Sketch the character of writer as an indignant and suppressed man?

6. Describe the significance of father-son relationship from the given extract

MI. Classroom Activities

1. Students should read the Marathi original text of the autobiography Taral-Antaral
by Shankarrao Kharat

2. Students should read and perceive other Dalit antobiographies/writings written in
Marathi with the help of their teacher.
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